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The disc&very of polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBg) in fish from the Baltig Sea attracte
widespread attention among scientists. Prior to
PCBs—some \210 isomers are

were \thought to be used \argely in

controlléd or closed systems. That they were
present in fish, and were later discovered In birds,

possiblet

knowledge that one|of the primary characterist?li;
which made PCBs ko useful during the past 4
years was their extreme stabilit‘)xunder a variety
of circumstances. Furthermore, their structural
resemblancé to the \persistent organo-chlorine
pesticides rhised other questions akout whether
all of our \worries over these pesticides were
accurate or \whether, as some suspegted, PCBs
were the real cause of that concern.
Alert epidemiologists \and other scikntists in
Japan confirmed our expéctations of the\worst in
1969 with their startling discovery and desgription
of Yusho, a human disease ¢aused by consumption
of large quantities of PCB-gcontaminated rige oil.
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A glance at the table of contents for the first
isshe of Environmental lth Perspectives
gives\the reader some idea about the quantity of
research being done to specify the.extent of the
PCBs story. Furthermore, while the spectrum of
work presented is comprehensive, it 13 neither
all-inclusive ‘por definitive. Rather, our b is
that this volume will contribute a new pers;:g'(z
to the study of \PCBs and will help as well ¢

engender a renewed vigilance about other ‘““inert”
chemicals which are\so pervasive a part of the
environment of man.
The reports which \follow were originally
prepared for a Conference sn PCBs, sponsored by
NIEHS at the request of an Interdepartmental
Task Force on the subject. The Conference was
nce Center in




